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Fosdick, H. E. The Assurance of Immortality. New York: Macmillan, 
1913. 141 pages. $1.00. 

The purpose of this little work on a large subject is not to produce new arguments 
for immortality or to reproduce the old arguments, but it is to assure the practical man 
of the twentieth century, who may feel present realities to be the only certain ones and 
the question of a future life too remote to claim present attention, that it is precisely in 
the assurance of a deathless life before men that the present life obtains its worth and 
seriousness. The work is, of course, popular in its style and method, and admirably 
suited to the needs of busy and earnest men. 

The discussion occupies three chapters. In the first, "The Significance of Immor- 
tality," the influences which have discouraged this belief, such as the evolutionary 
view of life and the intimacy of the union of the soul with a transient material organism, 
are allowed weight, and the substitutes for personal immortality are given their due. 
The striking sentence, "The race is not immortal if the individuals are not," gives the 
effectual answer to those who think a devotion to the race may survive the loss of hope 
in the immortality of the individual. 

The second chapter discusses "The Possibility of Immortality." The substance 
of the argument is contained in the words, "While immortality may not be proved it 
certainly has not been disproved." The difficulty of conceiving the nature of the con- 
ditions of future life, the mistakes made about it, the lowly origin of the belief, the 
origin of the human mind and its dependence on matter do not inviolate the belief, for 
the difficulty of the opposite view is greater. 

The author is well aware that the argument up to this point carries us no farther 
than to a respectful agnosticism, and in his third chapter attempts to offer "The 
Assurance of Immortality." The assurance is a practical necessity for the present 
in order to live a right life. Starting with the scientist's faith in the rationality of the 
universe, he urges that if the facts of life are to be made intelligible, immortality is to 
be affirmed. The limitless possibilities which inhere in knowledge and character, the 
actual existence of goodness, the testimony of spiritual seers in all ages, support the 
faith in immortality. Its truth is an assumption but it is verified in life. 

The work is especially calculated to assist awakened but troubled young 
people. However, too much attention is given to brilliance and the apologetic side 
and too little effort made to present the positive Christian spiritual basis for the hope 
of immortality. 

Cohu, J. R. Vital Problems of Religion. Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1914. 

xiv+280. pages. 

The progress of scientific studies in the sphere of religion and especially the 
subjection of Christian tradition to the test of scholastic investigation have opened in 
many quarters a wide chasm between the views upheld in the schools and popular 
beliefs. There is a call for men who combine with a thorough knowledge of present 
theological science an acquaintance and sympathy with the experiences and con- 
victions of the masses of Christian believers and who are thereby qualified to bring 
to the people the best results of scholarship and at the same time strengthen their 
faith. Generally speaking, intelligent, wide-awake pastors are the best fitted for this 
work. It is encouraging to find that in many quarters, particularly of the old countries, 
this is being done. 

Vital Problems of Religion by Rev. J. R. Cohu is an instance of this mediating work. 
The author makes no claims to originality, but at the same time sets forth convictions 



